[image: image1.png]® v Coursevorxs




FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contacts:

	Jon Aleckson
CEO

Web Courseworks

608-824-8900 ext. 15
jonaleckson@webcourseworks.com


	Clark Aldrich

Simulation Designer

Clark.aldrich@gmail.com 




$100K Self-Paced Simulations Emerging as Market Sweet Spot—Web Courseworks and Clark Aldrich Align to Pursue
eLearning development firm Web Courseworks and simulation designer Clark Aldrich forged a new partnership to meet the needs of an emerging marketplace.  
Madison, WI, January 19, 2010 –Web Courseworks and Clark Aldrich will be aligning their teams to design and develop online serious games and simulations for businesses and nonprofit initiatives. In a non-exclusive deal, simulation designer and famed author Clark Aldrich will be leading serious game design efforts for Web Courseworks’ projects. 
Educational games for “learning to be” and “learning to do” have proven their appeal for all types of organizations. “The new partnership arose to fulfill a need in the marketplace... [from] increased pressure on organizations to cost-effectively provide significantly more effective and enjoyable learning programs,” said Clark Aldrich. 
Web Courseworks CEO Jon Aleckson commented, “Aldrich has provided leadership for private sector serious games and simulation development efforts through his prolific writing and his successful design practice.  Adding Aldrich’s design talents to Web Courseworks’ simulations and games development group will create a powerful force in the eLearning industry.” 
Aleckson noted that Clark understands the actions and overall systems necessary for successful development of the game design.  In turn, Clark Aldrich recognizes that Web Courseworks has the project management acumen and programming skills to maintain a high level of fidelity to his blueprint. 
The alliance between a proven development firm and a seasoned designer and thinker promises to be fruitful for the educational software industry because both parties believe in practicing what they preach.  Web Courseworks has recently created the casual game phenomena Gridlock Buster.  The game has received over 1.5 million plays in six months on the Internet.   Clark’s simulation on influencing skills has been used by the US military for training in the Middle East.

Web Courseworks and Clark Aldrich have shared common clients such as the US Army and Acton School of Business.  Recently the World Anti-Doping Agency chose the allied team to develop an online game for young athletes. 
In his recent book, The Complete Guide to Games and Simulations, Clark Aldrich predicts games and simulations will change the way people view instruction. Aldrich believes the world of teaching and learning is out of balance but believes simulations and serious games will correct the imbalance between "learning to do" and "learning to know." Clark recommends replacing the current traditional passive presentation of content ("learning to know") with "learning by doing” as a natural way to absorb content. 

Industry trade group, the eLearning Guild has proclaimed immersive learning simulations, a term that encompasses both games and simulations, as a high growth area for the eLearning industry.  According to the Guild’s research report on the topic, “Members have weighed in on their personal experiences creating and deploying immersive learning simulations and their experiences are overwhelmingly positive with more than 93% rating ILS as being somewhat or much better than other forms of rich-skill practice.”   
Aldrich’s book, The Complete Guide to Games and Simulations, is “targeted to become our industry’s bible” says Aleckson. 

###

About Web Courseworks:

With offices in Washington, D.C. and Madison, WI, Web Courseworks has been transforming static lessons into engaging learning activities for over ten years. Web Courseworks' close-knit team designs and develops custom Flash-based learning games and simulations for corporate training, K-16 education, and non-profit outreach. The company entered the association LMS market with a hosted learning management solution called Coursestage™. Coursestage™ Learning Management System is an LMS based on the Moodle platform with Web Courseworks' extensions built for associations and non-profit clients. 

Web Courseworks' mission is to provide their clients with an intuitive association eLearning platform to generate non-dues revenue and provide valuable content. Current clients range from the Credit Union National Association to the World Anti-Doping Agency to McDonald's Corporation. 

Visit www.webcourseworks.com or www.coursestage.com for more information.

About Clark Aldrich:

Clark Aldrich has created some of the most effective, celebrated, and innovative "soft skills" simulations of the past decade for a wide range of corporate, academic, non-proft, and military audiences. He is also the author of four books, Simulations and the Future of Learning (Wiley, 2004), Learning By Doing (Wiley, 2005), The Complete Guide to Simulations and Serious Games - How the Most Valuable Content Will Be Created In the Age Beyond Gutenberg to Google (Wiley, 2009), and Learning Online with Games, Simulations, and Virtual Worlds (Wiley, 2009). His work has been featured in hundreds of sources, including CBS, New York Times, Wall Street Journal, CNN, and, among other distinctions, he has been called an "industry guru" by Fortune Magazine. 

